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may have influenced the mind of Mohammed, when he promised his warriors that they would be received there by beautiful maidens. It would seem a curious misapplication of a noble conception. But it is perfectly true that even in the Avesta the beauty of the young maiden who receives the righteous soul, is painted in what we should call warm and sensuous colours, though there was nothing in her description that would seem objectionable to an Oriental mind. Such changes have happened in the history of other religions also. The most probable historical channel between Mohammed and the Avesta would be the same again as that through which the idea of the bridge Es Sirat reached Mohammed, namely, his Jewish friends and teachers.
It is true there is no trace of a belief in Houris among the Jews, but Dr. Kohut pointed out many years ago, in the ZeitscJirift der Deutschen Morgenl. Gesellschaft, xxi. p. 566, that the Rabbis believed and taught that when man comes near death, all his acts appear before his soul, and that his good works promise to guide him to the judgment-seat of God. They hold that the souls of the pious are not admitted at once into Paradise, but that they have first to render an account and to suffer punishment for some defects that still cling to them. This lasts for a twelvemonth, when the body is supposed to be entirely decayed, so that the soul may rise freely and remain in heaven. c The body/ says God,' is taken from the earth, not from heaven, but thou, 0 soul, art a citizen of heaven, thou knowest its laws and thou alone shalt render an account/ This shows no doubt clear traces of Persian influence, but at the same time an independent treatment of Persian